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SUBJECT: UPCOMING TERRORIST TRIALS IN BERLIN 

SUMMARY: BERLIN JUSTICE OFPICIALS HAVE GIVEN ALLIED LEGAL AD- 
VISERS EXTENSIVE REPORT ON PLANS POR LIVE COMPLEXES OP UPCOMING 
TERRORIST TRIALS TO BE HELD IN BERLIN. IN BRIEF, THESE TRIALS 
ARE ALL INTER-RELATED IN THAT SOME OP THE ACCUSED IN ONE TRIAL 
ARE ALSO ACCUSED IN ANOTHER, OR ALTERNATIVELY THE ACCUSED IN 
GENERAL ARE KNOWN OR SUSPECTED TO BELONG TO ONE OR MORE RELATED 
TERRORIST GROUPS. A MAIN POINT IN THE PLANNING IS THAT THE 
PROSECUTION IN BERT IN WILL BE HANDLED BY BERLIN PROSECUTORS AND 
NOT BY THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR. HOWEVER, THIS WILL REQUIRE 
A TREMENDOUS COMMITMENT OP MANPOWER, AND AS A PURELY PRACTICAL 
MATTER, THERE IS SOME DOUBT HOW EXACTLY THE BERLIN STAATSAN- 
WALTSCHAPT WILL MANAGE ITS TASK. USBER DOES NOT 
BELIEVE THAT ANY ACTION IN BONN OR CAPITALS IS 
NECESSARY AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, WE HAVE INDICATED OUR 
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DESIRE TO THE BERLIN SENATOR FOR JUSTICE TO BE 

INPORMED OP ANY NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENTS ON THIS MATTER. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . IN KEEPING WITH HIS DESIRE TO HAVE GOOD WORKING RE- 
LATIONSHIPS WITH THE ALLIED MISSIONS IN BERLIN, BERLIN 
SENATOR POR JUSTICE MEYER INVITED THE ALLIED LEGAL AD- 
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VISERS ON 6 SEPTEMBER TO HIS OFFICE TO RECEIVE A DETAILED 
REPORT ON THE CURRENT STATE OE PLANNING IN BERLIN WITH 
RESPECT TO UPCOMING TERRORIST TRIALS. 

2. DETAILED REPORT RECEIVED AT MEETING WAS FOLLOWED 
AT REQUEST OF LEGAL ADVISERS BY A WRITTEN REPORT FROM 
THE COMPETENT JUSTIZVERWALTUNG OFFICER WHO HAD BRIEFED 
US DURING DISCUSSIONS WITH MEYER. THAT REPORT, IN INFORMAL 
MISSION TRANSLATION FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

SUBJECT: CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST RINGLEADERS 
AND MEMBERS OF THE "2 JUNE MOVEMENT" FOR 
WHICH THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR AND THE PUBLIC 
PROSECUTORS OE THE SUPREME BERLIN LAND COURT 
(KAMMERGERICHT) ARE COMPETENT 
THE FOLLOWING PROCEEDINGS ARE INVOLVED: 

1. THE LORENZ- VON DRENKMANN COMPLEX. 

AMONG THE ACCUSED ARE ROLLNIK, CODER, PLAMBECK AND 
VIETT. THE FACTS IN THIS COMPLEX COMPRISE THE SAME 
FACTS WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OE THE CURRENT LORENZ- VON 
DRENKMANN TRIAL AGAINST TILL MEYER, RALE REINDERS AND 
OTHERS BEEORE THE FIRST PENAL SENAT OF THE KAMMERGERICHT. 
THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR'S OFEICE HAS BROUGHT IN THE IN- 
DICTMENT IN THIS COMPLEX, HOWEVER, IT IS NOT INCLINED 
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TO PREFER CHARGES AGAINST SUBSEQUENTLY ARRESTED OR 
IDENTIFIED PERPETRATORS. 

2. COMPLEX INVOLVING THE ESCAPE FROM WOMEN'S PRISON 
LEHRTERSTRASSE BY ROLLNIK, VIETT AND PLAMBECK IN JULY, 

1976. 

INVESTIGATION OE THIS MATTER IS BEING HANDLED BY THE 
PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OEFICE OE THE LANDGERICHT BERLIN. 

3. COMPLEX INVOLVING THE FOLLOWING FACTS: 

(A) TWO BANK ROBBERIES IN BERLIN, (B) BANK ROBBERY IN 
DUSSELDORF, AND (C) TWO BANK ROBBERIES IN KASSEL. 

THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR IS HANDLING THE PROCEEDINGS, 

AND WILL PRESUMABLY FULLY INVESTIGATE THE BANK ROBBERIES 
IN DUSSELDORF AND KASSEL UNTIL CHARGES AGAINST THE 
ACCUSED CAN BE PROFERRED; HOWEVER, IT IS NOT EORESEEN 
THAT THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR HIMSELF WOULD ISSUE AN IN- 
DICTMENT. 

4. COMPLEX INVOLVING FOLLOWING FACTS: (A) KDINAPPING OF 
PALMER IN VIENNA, (B) MAINTENANCE OF CONSPIRATORIAL SAFE 
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HOUSES, AND (C) DISCOVERY OE ARMS IN THE TEGEL FOREST IN 
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BERLIN. 

THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE IS HANDLING THE IN- 
VESTIGATION OF A AND B. THE PROCEEDINGS UNDER C ARE BEING 
HANDLED BY THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE OF THE KAMMER- 
GERICHT. THE FEDERAL PROSECUTOR PLANS TO WAIT FOR THE 
FINDINGS OF THE PROCEEDINGS REGARDING PALMER'S ABDUCTION, 
WHICH ARE TO BE HELD IN AUSTRIA, AND TO SUBMIT THEM AT 
A LATER DATE TO THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OF THE KAMMER- 
GERICHT FOR EALUATION. THE ACCUSED IN THE CASES UNDER 
A AND B ARE RELIEVED TO BE ROLLNIK, VIEHMANN, SIEPMANN, 
PLAMBECK, VIETT, AND GUDRUN STUERMER. THE 
ACCUSED IN CASE C ARE BELIEVED TO BE STUERMER AND 
VIEHMANN. 

5. COMPLEX INVOLVES: (A) FORCEABLE LIBERATION OF TILL 
MEYER FROM THE MOABIT REMAND PRISON ON 27 MAY 1978, AND, 

(B) VIOLENT ATTACKS AGAINST COURT-APPOINTED DEFENSE 
COUNSEL (IN THE CURRENT LORENZ- VON DRENKMANN TRIAL) HOHLA 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND KRUMMHEUER BY SO-CALLED "REVOLUTIONARY CELLS". THE 
ACCUSED IN CASE A ARE LAWYER MUELLERHOF, ROLLNIK, STUERMER, 
CODER, VIEHMANN, SIEPMANN, PLAMBECK AND MEYER. ON 31 
MAY, THE EEDERAL PROSECUTOR TRANSFERRED THE PROCEEDINGS 
CONCERNING MEYER'S FORECEALBE LIBERATION TO THE PUBLIC 
PROSECUTOR'S OEFICE AT THE BERLIN KAMMERGERICHT. HOWEVER, 
ON 1 1 JULY 1978 DUE TO NEW FACTS WHICH HAD COME TO HIS 
ATTENTION, THE EEDERAL PROSECUTOR EFFECTED A SUPPLEMENT 
TO HIS WARRANT OE ARREST OF 22 JUNE ADDING CODER AS AN 
ACCUSED. VIEHMANN IS SUSPECTED OF HAVING COMMITTED THE 
OFEENSES IN CASE B. THE PROCEDURE AGAINST HIM IS PEND- 
ING AT THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OFEICE OF THE KAMMERGERICHT. 

THE PROSECUTING AUTHORITIES ALL AGREE THAT THE EIVE 
COMPLEXES CAN ONLY BE UNIFORMLY HANDLED AND 
THE ACCUSED INDICTED BY THE EEDERAL PROSECUTOR OR BY THE 
PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OEFICE OE A SUPREME LAND COURT 
(KAMMERGERICHT) IN BERLIN. THE EEDERAL PROSECUTOR IS 
OF THE OPINION THAT THE ENTIRE COMPLEX OF CASES IS OF 
MINOR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE SENSE OF PARA 142 A, SECTION 
2, NO. 2 OF THE LAW ON THE COURT'S CONSTITUTION AND 
THUS CONSIDERS IT AS EALLING WITHIN THE COMPETENCE 
OF A LAND PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OEFICE. THE FEDERAL 
PROSECUTOR HAS COME TO THIS CONCLUSION ESSENTIALLY UPON 
A COMPARISON OF THESE PROCEEDINGS WITH OTHER 
CASES FOR WHICH HE IS COMPETENT. HE HAS ALSO TAKEN INTO 
ACOUNT THE STRAIN ON HIS PERSONNEL WHICH THE PROSECUTION 
WOULD RESULT IN, THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSES, AND THE 
CRIMINALITY OE THE ACCUSED. IN HIS VIEW, THE TOTAL 
COMPLEX OE CASE CONSTITUTE SUBSEQUENT OR SECOND TRIALS 
WHICH VERY LIKELY ARE NOT OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE AS THE 
ORIGINAL TRIAL (THE ONGOING LORENZ-VON DRENKMANN 
TRIAL). 
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WITH REGARD TO LOCAL COMPETENCE, IT IS CLEAR THAT 
THE CENTRAL POINT IS BERLIN. 

IT THEREFORE MUST BE EXPECTED THAT THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL OF THE BERLIN KAMMERGERICHT WILL SOON TAKE OVER 
THESE PROCEEDINGS IN THEIR ENTIRETY. AT FIRST, THIS 
WILL RESULT IN CONSIDERALB STAFE PROBLEMS. 

THE HANDLING OF THESE PROCEEDINGS REQUIRES ABOUT 
SIX PUBLIC (OR LEADING) TRIAL PROSECUTORS; ONE OR TWO 
NEW CHAMBERS WILL HAVE TO BE ESTABLISHED AT THE KAMMER- 
GERICHT. THIS IS NOT ONLY A QUESTION OE NUMBERS, BUT 
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ABOVE ALL A QUESTION OF EXPERIENCED LAWYERS SPECIALIZED 
IN CRIMINAL LAW. IT MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED THAT THERE 
WILL BE INCREASED RISKS IN THE GENERAL SECURITY SITUATION 
(OF BERLIN) BECAUSE OF THE INCREASED CONCENTRATION OF 
TERRORISTS WHICH WE EXPECT TO HAVE IN THE CITY. A CON- 
SIDERABLE BURDEN WILL THUS BE PLACED ON BERLIN AUTH- 
ORITIES IN THE AREA OF EXECUTION OF SENTENCES. THE 
NUMBER OF ESPECIALLY DANGEROUS CRIMINALS PRESENTLY IN 
PRISON IN BERLIN AMOUNTS TO 17: OF THEM, 15 ARE ACCUSED 
AWAITING TRIAL WHO THEREFORE CANNOT BE TRANSFERRED TO 
OTHER LAENDER OF THE ERG PURSUANT TO THE LAENDER AGREE- 
MENT ON THE SUBJECT. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE SOME 
ACCUSED WHO ARE NOT YET IN BERLIN AND WHO WILL HAVE TO 
BE BROUGHT TO BERLIN FOR TRIAL. 

GENERALLY, ACCUSED WILL BE BROUGHT TO BERLIN BY 
CHARTER FLIGHTS. ROLLNIK HAS ALREADY BEEN BROUGHT TO 
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BERLIN BY AIR. THE ACCUSED GODER AND STUERMER WILL BE 
FLOWN TO BERLIN AS SOON AS A TRANSFER ORDER HAS BEEN 
ISSUED. OTHERS, IN PARTICULAR VIETT AND PLAMBECK, WILL 
BE BROUGHT TO BERLIN IN THE EVENT OF THEIR ARRESTS. 

THE HANDLING OF THESE FIVE COMPLEXES IN BERLIN WILL 
DEMONSTRATE WHETHER FURTHER CRIMINAL ACTIONS 
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CRIMINALS WILL BE ATTRACTED TO BERLIN. A RELIABLE ES- 
TIMATE ON THIS MATTER CANNOT BE MADE AT PRESENT. 

END TEXT 

3. COMMENT: ALLIED LEGAL ADVISERS REGARD 

THIS SITUATION AS THE LESSER OF EVILS. THEY WERE CON- 
CERNED THAT AS HE HAS DONE IN THE ONGOING CASE, THE 
FEDERAL PROSECUTOR WOULD DETERMINE (AS HE IS FREE TO 
DETERMINE) THAT THE FUTURE TERRORIST PROSECUTIONS IN 
BERLIN WOULD BE HANDLED BY HIS OFEICE. WHILE THE SITUA- 
TION MAY CHANGE, IT IS CLEARLY THE EXPECTATION THAT 
BERLIN AUTHORITIES WILL HANDLE THE PROSECUTION. FROM 
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VARIOUS REPROTS WE HAVE RECEIVED, USBER CONCLUDES THAT 
THE JUSTIZVERWALTUNG REPORT OF ANTICIPATED M ANPOWER DIFEICULTY IS 
HONEST BUT NOT 100 PERCENT ACCURATE. SOME MEMBERS OF THE BERLIN 
JUSTIZVERWALTUNG ARE DOUBTEUL THAT THERE ARE ENOUGH 
EXPERIENCED PROSECUTORS IN BERLIN TO HANDLE ALL OF THESE 
CASES IN THE ROUGHLY ESTIMATED 2-4 YEARS OE ACTIVE 
LITIGATION WHICH THEY WOULD REQUIRE. HOWEVER, THE SENATOR FOR 
JUSTICE IS WITHOUT DOUBT THAT THE ALLIES WILL WISH TO 
BE INFORMED IF THERE IS ANY QUESTION OE THE EEDERAL 
PROSECUTOR ASSERTING HIS COMPETENCE IN THESE CASES. THE 
LEGAL ADVISERS ASKED WHY ALL OF THESE CASES WOULD HAVE 
TO BE HELD IN BERLIN, SINCE SOME OF THE CRIMINAL ACTS 
OCCURRED OUTSIDE BERLIN. THE ANSWER WAS THAT THE CASES, BE- 
CAUSE OE THE OMNI-PRESENCE OE SEVERAL OF THE ACCUSED, WERE 
REGARDED AS INTRINSICALLY INTER -RELATED AND THAT AN 
OPINION HAD BEEN REACHED BY GERMAN LEGAL AUTHORITIES THAT 
THE CASES SHOULD BE TRIED BY THE SMAE AUTHORITIES. THE 
ONE LOCAL AUTHORITY IN GERMANY THAT HAS THE MOST POINTS 
OF CONTACT WITH THESE COMPLEXES IS WITHOUT QUESTION 
BERLIN. 

4. IN USBER'S OPINION, THERE IS NOTHING EOR US TO DO 

AT THIS POINT EXCEPT TO BE INFORMED. WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
SENATOR MEYER WILL AGAIN APPROACH US WHEN THERE IS FURTHER 
NEWS TO BE HAD OR WHEN THE BERLIN AUTHORITIES SEEK 
TRANSFER OF AN ACCUSED TO BERLIN. WE SEE NO 
NEED AT THIS STAGE FOR THE ALLIES TO TAKE ANY ACTION. 

END COMMENT.ANDERSON 
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